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County Music Jamborees

Topekaods Nashvill e Con

For many years Topeka enjoyed an amazing Nashville connection with country music legends such as Red Foley,
Loretta Lynn, Tex Ritter, Little Jimmy Dickens and a host of others. During the late 1950s and 1960s it seems that ma
Nashville stars performed at Topekabds historic Sycam
Angola was already a regular stop for established Na
their tour. It was also easier for the new rising stars to get booked in Topeka.

It all started about 1956 with the Shrock brothers, Mose and Lester, a couple of Amish boy
vision and a musical talent. They called themseivédo s e Shr ock and tFbhae
tured was Mose singing lead and playing his vintage 1795 fiddle, Lester on dobro (a resonat
tar), EImer Schrock on base fiddle, and Emmanual (Yum Yum) Miller on rhythm guitar. Thre
four times a year they rented Sycamore Hall to put on a two hour country music show that in
Gospel music segment with local groups such as the Crusaders Quartet. Every performance
out. Lester loves to tell about the time when John Frey sold 520 tickets for one of the shows ;
iPeople kept coming and war ML dlket
saying 6Come on in there is pRe&Releyy of
to be standing room only because Sycamore Hall only seated 410 people. With a
chuckle and a grin Lester says fiWe did
body complained. 6 They obviously got t

The Nashville connection got started when Mose and Lester wrote to Red Foley
at Jubilee, USA and invited him to Topeka. To their surprise Foley accepted the in-
vitation and agreed to come for $350.00, which would have been a sizable amount
for the late 1950s. According to Lester, as the performance was about to begin Foley

Mose & Lester qui pped, AWhat have I_gotten myself in
of Fame | egend felt right at home on T
at Buck Lake Ranch . . 2 . .
to Topeka four or five more times. It was the beginning of a friendship that would
|l ast for the rest of Foleybds 1ife. On e emsammes S h
Morley, Michigan. When Mose asked Red how he had found him, all Foley would say In This Issue
il have m wayso. It was a visit that A hi
y y eTOpekads Nas

Pete Stauff @hé&s Hb b swes argohgtthe sigalthfof local talent.
Harry Smyth from Buck Lake Ranch was so impressed with the trio that he offered to p
them on the road. Because of family and religious reasons the girls passed on the offe ® 1910 THS Football

The Country Cutipsfrom across the line in Michigan were a local favorite. Their brare Grant Update
of Blue Grass was just what the Amish young folks in the Topeka area lined up to hea

Loretta Eicher of Sturgis appeared in Topeka numerous times beginning at age 11. _
late teens stage fright began bothering her so much that she resorted to a shot or two ¢® Quiz
key to go on stage. In her final performance in Topeka she and a friend turned to prayer in-
stead a shot. As she sang AMoody Rivero Loretta say
Afterwards people came backstage for autographs and
do this for me with a country song | i kCentinuedenfpage2l 61 | o]
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Mose Shrock and the Blue Valley Boysth
The Hoosierettesit Sycamore Hall in 1958

There seems to be no en
Country Music Jamborees. George Philley tells about

Mose, Lester and the Boys often stole the show with

their wild costumes and slegtick humor. They were hav-
ing fun and so was the audience. It went without saying
that musically they could perform with the best of them.

In 1959, Mose joined the US Army serving as a medic

radi obs Hoosi er

Hop

and ambulance driver in Germany. The Chamber of Com-
merce began sponsoring the shows bringing in acts like
Nancy Lee and the Hilltoppers who were main stays on
WO WO
July 4th entertainment was normally held at Sycamore Halll
as well. Topeka native Fred Miller & the Ramblers from
Grabill, IN, highlighted the bill for several years.

anc

Country music shows continued until the late 1960s.

After the last class graduated from Topeka High School in
1967, ownership of Sycamore Hall reverted to the Town.
dt wasdatet shl@to & private indvislualavbodived next o p e k
traoor. In April of 1980 the grand old hall fell victim to a

evening when he and his wife Phyllis walked downtown Y&recking ball to make room for the family swimming pool.
hear the music. It may have been the night Crystal GaylEoday the pool and the house are also gone and in their

and her sister Loretta Lynn came to town. As he leanedplace stands a Forks County Line Store.
back against the door of Farmers State Bank to enjoy the For the hundreds of people who came and loved the
music, George fell in! Obviously someone had forgottgrshows, the music still lingers in their hearts as does the
to lock the bank. After a phone call or two, someone camemory of a host of Nashville staMpse Shrock and the

down to lock the doors, nothing was missing and the o
sight remained a secret for many years.

@lue Valley BoysThe Country Cutips The Hoosierettes
and countless others playing to a packed house.HG

Ann Stoltz tells of when Little Jimmy Dickens came to
town. Ernie Miller, an Amish boy from Shipshewana, was
his bass player. Ann worked for M & W Music at the time
and they handled ticket sa
backstage, but that didnot
show Dickens decided to head for the bar down the street.
They refused to serve him because he looked like a kid in

Mose E. Shrock
July 19, 1936 November 27, 2008
es.

An accBfdIHed sicidh@rkt Sofghvrite@NMose © W
S t @aR a nhembertoflthe Oridinial MiBhiyan Fidd|éxd

ter

Association. He wrote over 100 songs, handcrafted

Hfiddle bows and also loved piecing and sewing quilt tops

cowboy hat. I't didnét tak
and, according to all accounts,
it didndét take

to get good and drunk. That
may have been his only trip to
Topeka, but it was memorable.
Shirley Gingerich, my
mother, often worked the
ticket window because Dad
(Joe Gingerich, who worked
for the town ) had to unlock
and lock up. That generally
translated into free admission
for yours truly. Mom said that

the night Tex Ritter preformed
the Amish young people were more excited about the local
talent than the country mu
Tex Ritter was.The old ticket window is on permanent

di splay at Topekabs Depot
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DON'T MISS

THE COUNTRY MUSIC JAMBOREE
Saturday, Jan. 4,1958

8:00 TO 10:00 PM.  ADMISSION 75¢

At SYCAMORE HALL, TOPEKA, IND.

TWO HOURS OF FINE ENTERTAINMENT, FEATURING

MOSE SCHROCK s The Blue Valley Boys
The Lambright Brothers

AND DIRECT FROM WGL AND THE HOOSIER HAYRIDE
MISS CARROL MILLS
Sml]N(;)EREI;ECIAL GUESTS FROM KALAMAZ00, MICH,,

THE COUNTRY CUT-UPS

AND THEIR FINE STYLE OF BLUE GRASS MUSIC

Eddy Sechrist and His Western Starlighters
WITH THE CRUSADERS QUARTET - THE CHUPP SISTERS TRIO — FREEMAN & JOE —
BEN BARNES, AND AS AN ADDED ATTRACTION

MISS LINDA SHAW

A LITTLE GIRL WTH A BIG, BIG VOICE
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