Topeka Ministerial Spans 70 Year

Topeka churches have had a long history of corporation. Coopé
tive efforts have included Easter and Thanksgiving services as wel
pulpit exchanges and Vacation Bible School. Exactly when the To

Ministerial Association officially started is not clear, but financial re
cords date back to 1938.
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See TMA on page 3
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be found. Marshal Pixley eventually was located east of town sitting in a culvert smok-
ing a cigar- safely hidden away.

Prior to Wempleds hiring concerned cit
criminal matters and lock up undesirables until the U.S. Marshal could come down from
Mi chi gan. Whil e hanging wasnoét within
dents lynched a 24 year old accused murderer and known horse thief. It did serve to pu
the criminal element on notice that such things would not be tolerated.

Over the years Topeka has been served by a succession of men who loved and carec
about this community. Most of them hel
the sewer or street department . Two me

Carl Stotlz served the public more than 18 years each. Topeka is a safer and better plac
because of them.



Topeka and the Doublemint Gum Connection

Int he early 19006s mint was a major cash crop for
in the area, corn and beans have become the major cash crop today. And yet, because of a near disastrous mistake
Topeka will be forever linked to one of the most famous and largest selling chewing gums in the world.

At the age of 29, William Wrigley Jr. came to Chicago from Philadelphia in the spring of 1891. He had $32 in
his pocket and a wealth of enthusiasm and energy. He also possessed a great talent as a salesman. Since his father

had manufactured soap it was only natural that young William
would open his own Chicago based company promoting Wrigley
Scouring Soap. As an incentive to merchants, Mr. Wrigley of-
fered premiums. He knew his customers would be more likely to
carry Wrigley's soap if they received a little "something for noth-
ing." One of these premiums was baking powder. When baking
powder proved to be more popular than soap, he switched to the
baking powder business.

One day in 1892, Wrigley hit upon the idea of giving away
two packages of chewing gum with every can of baking powder.
The promotion was a huge success. And once again the premium

(chewing gum) became more popular than the product it was pro-

moti ng. I n 1893, Wrigley introduced the world to Wri
| ater by Wrigleyobds Spear mint . Mr. Wrigley was a pion
Wrigleyds gum quickly became a household word. Peopl
enough of it. That is where Topeka comes into the picture.

Retired Amish Bishop Dan A. Miller remembers hearing the story of
how T.V. (Tobe) Yoderds near disastrous mistake | ead
Wrigleyds Doubl emint Gum. Just before Mr. Wrigley ar
fresh supply of mint oil it was discovered that the peppermint and the
spearmint oils had inadvertently been mixed together. Needless to say,
Yoder was panic stricken. Mi nt was a major cash crop
survival depended on it. Upon hearing of the mistake
is reported to have been, dAWell | guess we are going
new kind of gumo. In 1914 Wrigleyds Doublemint Gum w
to the world. Andthati®t he r est - almost Wearslatéror y O
Yoder would start Yoder Popcorn which continues as a thriving business..

Mint oil was an extremely valuable commodity during the Great De-
pression. Some mint farmers actually brought their mint oil to town and
stored it in the bank vault. Dan A. remembers the time when his father
Atlee had 300 pounds of mint oil which they stored in a barrel in the
basement of the house. Some mint farmers where holding on to their oil
in hopes of selling it for $30.00 a pound. One day a Mr. Schrock came by
and offered him $15.00 a pound. Dan said, fADad talke
she wanted to hold out for more money, but Dad said if we sell it now we
can make 5 years worth of farm paymentso. So, Atl ee

sold the mint. Within two or three weeks the price had gone up to $25.00
a pound and he could have paid off the farm! Dan said his dad never felt
bad about making the deal because when the prices fell a few months
later other people lost their farms.

The next ti me
ber it all started here in Topeka.
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Schedule of Events:

e June 13th Topeka H. S.
Alumni Banquet

« June 16th: TAHS Board Meeting

« June 20thThe Wabash 4th District
Presentation on the history of trains in Topeka
Topeka Branch Public Library (1:30 PM
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« July 4th: Tour the Depot Museum

e July 21st:TAHS Show & Tell
Picnic & Carry -in at the Depot

e August 18th: TAHS Board Meeting

o September 15thTAHS monthly meeting
Stories From The Great Depression
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Topeka history first hand. TAHS Board members Dorif
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farm payments was his father able to make
from the sale of the mint oil?

5.. Who represented the Topeka Town Board in
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TMA continued

Upland, Indiana, was the guest speaker. The Topeka Town Board
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csvithVYh'e gpgcial Mgeﬂﬁgsa A‘ng, most churches were well attended
that day.
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nity. They hope and plan to continue to do this for many years to ¢
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